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Integrated care ς bridging the gap 
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What we would like to focus on 

Å A glance on Norwegian healthcare in general and specified on integrated care 

Å The gap and background for reforms and need for changes 

Å The coordination reform 

Å The bridges  

Å Initatives taken to bridge the gap, examples 
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Norwegian Healthcare system  
= Approx 5 mill people 

= Public financed system. 

= Primary care owned by the  

   municipalities  

= Hospitals owned by the state 

 

Hospitals are organized into: 
4 Regional Health Trusts and 31 Hospital 

trust 

Responsible for  

Å Specialized hospital services 

Å Psychiatry 

Å Pharmacy services 

Å Pre-hospital services 

Å Research 

Å Training/ education 

Different hospital units within one Hospital 

trust: 

Å Regional Hospitals 

Å University Hospitals 

Å Local Hospitals, different size and 

functionality (from 700 to 50 beds) 

Å  Nearly all hospitals have acute and 

Å  emergency functions 

Å Some specialized, elective hospitals 
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Healthcare development, Norway 
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Activity in specialized health care, trends 2002-2012 
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The Gap 
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Chronical ill patients  experience lack of communication and continuity between primary 
health care and specialized health care 

 

A culture in both primary health care and specialized health care to talk about us and 
them 

 

High status in working in specialized health care, low status working in primary health 
care 

 

Finances do not support cooperation 
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The Coordination Reform  

Å Reduce or control growth in hospital expenditure  

Å Move responsibilities, tasks and money to the municipalities 

Å Financial incentives in place to reduce flow of patient to the hospitals 

Å Introducing Acute Care units on primary care level  

Å Introducing intermediary treatment and care units in primary care  

Å Reduction in number of small local acute hospitals 

Å New and exiting institutional structures are emerging 

 

Å The reform is a reform of direction 

Å Focus on health promotion  
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Bridging the gap with technology 
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Communication between staff in specialized and primary healthcare 

Communication between staff and patient 

Virtual treatment room 

 

 

http://www.google.no/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=nZvsTWS5pEawKM&tbnid=J78Ql10-t2vcfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://research.gigaom.com/report/enterprise-mobile-messaging-transforming-the-workplace-through-mobile-devices/&ei=qa0OVPjoNIKxPOOAgbAK&bvm=bv.74649129,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEthkOr1uWu6iDIwdqCv9aYTwsmeg&ust=1410334469687282
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8v3YQVXc08
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Interdisciplinary, across service providers 
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Trygge spor/safe way. 

 Project on GPS and dementia 


